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The Meaning of Excellence 


A fundamental principle of education should be to make 
the pupil realize the meaning of excellence, of the first- 
rate, and to send him out of school and college per- 
suaded that it is his business to learn what is first-rate 
and pursue it—not only in the job in which he earns his 
living but in all the great fields of life, and above all, 
in living itself. And | would also try to give the pupil 
at school a better idea than he sometimes gets of what 
is first-rate in literature, architecture, music, art—and 
above all, what is first-rate in conduct and life. Then 
we might get nearer to creating a democracy which be- 
lieves in, desires and recognizes, where it cannot 
achieve, excellence in all the noblest activities.—Sir 
Richard Livingstone. 











Letters to the Editors 





Sayre Article Provokes Some Questions 





Sayre Article 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

... Mr. Sayre’s article (Feb. 27) was a 
real challenge to me. Does the Presby- 
terian Church, U. S., give to Church 
World Service on the Assembly-level or 
otherwise? I feel that we as church mem- 
bers have not been informed well enough 
about such needs. We give through CARE 
but have not been asked by CWS that I 
recall. 

Eart R. YOuNG. 
Lexington, Ky. 

NOTE—The U. S. Church’s contribution 
to Church World Service goes through 
the Easter offering and other gifts via 
the Department of Overseas Relief and 
Inter-Church Aid of the Board of World 
Missions. (See page 11, this issue.) Last 
year (1955) total gifts from the U. S. 
Church for this cause amounted to more 
than $200,000. 


LaRoe Reply 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

There is some merit in Mr. Lovelady’s 
criticism of my article in your January 30 
issue. However, I am quite distressed that 
he would consider me an advocate of less 
spiritual emphasis in evangelism. I have 
just written a criticism of Billy Graham 
for suggesting that we try to buy the 
support of Nehru with material gifts. 

Mr. Lovelady cannot despise Soviet dic- 
tatorship more than I do. I, too, am wor- 
ried about letting our foreign policy 
“descend more and more into materialistic 
competition.” On the other hand, I be- 
lieve that if I were very hungry it would 
be difficult to interest me in theology. 
There is abundant evidence that our Lord 
did not like empty stomachs. If he were 
here today he would find loaves and fishes 
for hungry millions, and he would preach 
to them after feeding them. 

A distinguished retired minister speaks 
thus: “I wish I were 50 years younger, 
for Protestantism needs perking up. It 
seems to have lost its zeal. It is too com- 
fortable and complacent.” I could not sleep 
after reading Francis B. Sayre’s frighten- 
ing article in THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
(Feb. 27). Where shall we find the min- 
isters and laymen with the vision and 
the courage to make Protestantism resume 
its forward march? 

Note: Is it too much to ask our Texas 
critic, Mr. Lovelady, to read the Sayre 
article and comment thereon?) 

Wisur LaARog, JR. 
Washington, D. C. 


Some “Amusing” Situations 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


As one who reads each issue of your 
paper as soon as possible, I find great 
blessing and joy in reading it, for what 
I interpret to be a stand for desegrega- 
tion and integration in the body of Christ. 
My interest in the problem of “race” has 
not grown from a purely academic study 
of sociology and/or Biblical exegesis. You 
see, I am a white student attending, I 
believe, the only completely racially in- 
tegrated seminary in America. From the 
board of trustees to the junior class in the 
seminary there is complete integration. 


Our fellowship is unique as a result of 
this manifestation of what it means to 
be “one in Christ.” There is no minority 
race for in one class there may be more 
Negroes, in the next there may be more 
whites, but this superficial distinction is 
forgotten. The aim of our fellowship is 
to lead to a saving relationship to Jesus 
Christ. 
Lincoln Seminary has traditionally been 
a Negro seminary which has resulted in 
some amusing situations, particularly for 
the minority (white students, that is). 
Dr. Andrew Murray, the seminary’s dean, 
has a number of times been invited to 
speak as a Negro minister and educator 
to both white organizations and Negro 
organizations, both groups expecting the 
“Negro’s viewpoint.” The catch is: Dr. 
Murray is white. When a church calls 
the seminary for a student to preach, any 
student free may be asked to go. Asa 
consequence I have spoken before white 
and Negro congregations—not of race, but 
of Christ. A silent smile is produced as 
I sit listening to a white choir sing, 
“Nobody Knows the Trouble I See,” and 
realize that I was supposed to be a Negro. 
I am sure all wishing really to under- 
stand the problems of integration and so- 
lutions to these problems would find great 
benefit in knowing Lincoln Seminary and 
its advances. Lincoln Seminary is a vital 
fellowship of all who claim Christ as Lord 
and Savior. 
GALEN R. WorkK. 
President of Seminary 
Student Union 

Lincoln Seminary, Lincoln Univ., Pa. 


Minister's Outstretched Palm 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


Being an OUTLOOK reader as well as a 
Christian Century reader, perhaps I may 
be permitted to comment on my own letter 
to the Century which you so graciously 
published (Jan. 16) asking for comments. 

A very real professional hazard is the 
danger of becoming an habitual free- 
loader. We eat innumerable lunches at 
our churches and conveniently pass by the 
offering dish. We ride on our trains for 
reduced fares. We receive courtesy dis- 
counts at many stores, and many profes- 
sional services from doctors and dentists 
are given to us without any charge. All 
this was necessary to a minister’s survival 
in days when ministerial salaries were 
scandalously low. At that time it became 
a custom to receive extra fees for extra 
services such as baptisms, confirmations, 
weddings, and funerals. These fees were 
an important part of a minister’s income. 

Today the situation is changed. Salaries 
are still too low, but most of them are 
at least living wages. But the frame of 
mind of the minister hasn’t changed. His 
is still the outstretched palm. He still 
asks for discounts. He still passes by 
the ticket table at church suppers. And 
the gracious exception rather points up 
the rule. 

Such free-loading is talked about by lay 
people. They generally grossly overesti- 
mate the amount of money a minister re- 
ceives each year from fees. By giving up 
such fees, a minister announces quietly 
and without fanfare to his congregation 
that he is willing to try to live on the 
salary they pay him. The outcome in my 


experience has been steady increases in 
salary far beyond what any fees would 
have totalled. 

I believe we should not accept any fees. 
Letters from ministers in response to 
my first letter have indicated that most 
of them do not accept fees from church 
members, but will accept them from non- 
members. They are going only half-way. 

Occasionally fees are forced on us in 
such a way that to turn them down would 
be a real disservice to the giver and to 
the church. When I am placed in such a 
position, I accept such a fee on behalf of 
the church and turn it over to our Board 
of Deacons. Usually, however, I can per- 
suade the giver to make his fee a gift to 
a memorial fund. 

JAMES H. BELL, 
La Crosse, Wis. 


The Question of Fees 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

The constant controversy over the ac- 
ceptance of fees (OUTLOOK, Jan. 16, p. 2) 
would seem to be more a matter of indi- 
vidual decision than subject to a general 
rule. Certain factors may direct the de- 
cision, however. 

1. The prevailing custom in many com- 
munities is that the minister receive a fee 
for nearly all funerals. Where the de- 
ceased is not a member of the church 
served by the minister, and the burial 
function akin to that of the funeral direc- 
tor, there is justification for this practice. 

2. While some ministers are being given 
fine salaries, others are not. The sum re- 
ceived from fees is not large but may be 
a significant addition to yearly income. 

3. It makes a difference in what is done 
with the fee. My practice is to purchase 
books such as the Interpreter’s Bible, and 
memorialize each volume thus purchased. 
Or, make the money thus received avail- 
able for special benevolence opportunities. 
Usually, I write a note to the family 
thanking them for the gift and indicating 
my use of it. 

Weddings and baptisms are in another 
category. I never receive fees for bap- 
tisms. For many weddings, again, the 
participants are not church members. 
Some recognition of service renered would 
seem natural. For church family wed- 
dings, the fee might well be refused. 

To paraphrase a familiar poem: 

“To every minister there come fees, 

and fees, and a fee. 
The high soul refuses every fee; the 
low soul takes every one. 
But each man decideth the way his 
fees shall go.” 
Frank K. McDow.EILt. 
Fredonia, Kan. 


Great Books 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


I was certainly pleased to see your edi- 
torial in the January 16 issue regarding 
the Great Books. 

It is of personal interest, as Mrs. Evans 
and I pioneered in the formation of Great 
Books discussion groups in Syracuse and 
successfully led a group for five years. 
Many of our participants are now leaders 
and more than one hundred are enrolled 
in the various groups at this time.... 

At one time we had an Episcopal and 
a Methodist clergyman as members. They 
enjoyed the discussions as much as any- 
one and were valuable participants. We 
even had two seniors in high school who 
ended up bringing their teacher along! 

J. Ltoyp Evans. 
New York, N. Y. 
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European Weather Brings 
New Emergency Needs 


Europe’s worst winter in two hundred 
years has caused unprecedented suffering. 
Paul B. Freeland, secretary of Overseas 
Relief and Inter-Church Aid reports that 
Church World Service has exhausted the 
supply of used clothing on hand in help- 
ing meet the situation, and urgently ap- 
peals for more. The following telegram 
from Harper Sibley, chairman of Church 
World Service, explains the need: 

“Our CLOTHING STOCKS ABROAD AND CWS 
WAREHOUSES IN U. S. ARE DEPLETED BY 
SHIPMENTs TO BLIZZARD, AVALANCHE AND 
FLoop-StRICKEN GREECE, ITALY, AUSTRIA, 
FRANCE, GERMANY AND TURKEY. URGENTLY 
NegpD IMMEDIATELY ONE MILLION PoUNDS 
ADDITIONAL CLOTHING, ESPECIALLY MEN’s 
CLOTHING AND BLANKETS, TO MEET Con- 
TINUING PLEAS ASSISTANCE IN UNPRECE- 
DENTED DISASTER SITUATION. PLEASE URGE 
Your CONSTITUENCIES SEND ALL POSSIBLE 
AMOUNTS CLOTHING AT ONCE TO CENTERS 
NEW WINDsoR or St. Lovts.” 


“This is an emergency,” Mr. Freeland 
states, ‘‘in which you can be of assistance. 
Get together all the used clothing, blan- 
kets, etc. possible and send it to Church 
World Service warehouses, New Windsor, 
Maryland, or 4165 Duncan Ave., St. 
Louis 10, Mo. Further instructions, if 
needed, can be had from the Department 
of Overseas Relief and Inter-Church Aid, 
Box 330, Nashville, Tenn.” 


UPs Set Giving Record 


PITTSBURGH, Pa. (RNS)—Record gifts 
to benevolences and current expenses were 
made by members of the United Presby- 
terian Church in 1955. 

Reports to the denomination’s General 
Committee on Stewardship, in session 
here, showed a grand total to all causes 
last year of $15,823,181. 

Contributions to the official missionary 
budget amounted to $1,720,676. This 
represents a 13.58 per cent over-payment 
of pledges. 

Gifts to all benevolences, including 
missions, totaled $3,370,052, also a new 
record. Contributions to congregational 
expenses in 1955 reached $12,453,129, 
an all-time high. 

Per capita giving to all causes was 
$64.59, another record. 

Reports received thus far from con- 
gregations, throughout the country show 
missionary pledges for 1956 of $1,695,- 
000. This is 11.88 per cent above pledges 
received for 1955. 


Seminary in Spain 
Is Still Closed 


GENEVA (RNS)—The Evangelical The- 
ological Seminary in Madrid and its af- 
filiated school, closed by Spanish police 
Jan. 23, are still shut down despite wide- 
spread reports they have been permitted 
to reopen, a World Council of Churches 
spckesman said here. 

The spokeman said that “new, on-the- 
spot investigations” have disclosed that 
the doors of all rooms but one in the 
building are still sealed. 


“Authorities of the Spanish Protestant 
Churches under which the seminary op- 
erated have still received no answer to 
petitions they submitted to Spanish gov- 
ernment offices on Jan. 25 and Feb. 9,” 
he said, “‘and thus far there has been no 
evidence that the government has re- 
voked the order of Nov. 28, invoked by 
the police in closing the seminary.” 

The spokesman added, however, that 
government sources have “assured cer- 
tain foreign diplomats in Madrid that 
the seminary may again be ‘tolerated 
under certain conditions’ not yet defined.” 


How to Get a College 


Duplication Asked 


Duplication of material of historical 
value and wider distribution of copies 
of these items are being asked by Norfolk 
Presbytery. 

In an overture addressed to the Pres- 
byterian, U. S., Assembly at Montreat, 
the presbytery asks that photostating and 
microfilming procedures be followed in 
duplicating the materials now held by 
college and seminary libraries and by 
the Historical Foundation at Montreat. 

Such distribution, it is pointed out, 
would be in order to insure against the 
irreparable loss of any of this material 
and also to make the holdings more ac- 
cessible. 

The General Council is asked to study 
this possibility. 


Eddy Tour to Russia 


Sherwood Eddy, now of Jacksonville, 
Ill., has been notified that his party of 
50 educators, lecturers and ministers 
will be permitted to visit Russia next 
summer. This is the first time one of the 
Eddy parties has been permitted to enter 
Russia in 16 years. 


CAREFUL STUDIES, BIG GIFTS 
DECIDE LAURINBURG LOCATION 


North Carolina Presbyterians, with 
the selection of Laurinburg as the site 
of the new consolidated college, are look- 
ing toward the third phase of a program 
in church-related education that has 
caught the eye of the nation. 

First step was a Ford-financed $50,- 
000 study made by nationally recognized 
experts. This the Synod of North Caro- 
lina adopted last summer. It called, 
among other things, for the merger of 
Flora Macdonald, Peace and Presby- 
terian Junior colleges at a site to be 
chosen by the trustees. (The new co- 
educational institution, planned for at 
least 600 students, is not expected to be 
in operation in less than five years. The 
three merged institutions enrolled 682 
students last year.) 

Early this month the trustees, after ex- 
haustive studies and extensive travel, 
agreed upon Laurinburg after a long day 
and many votes. After voting between 
Laurinburg and each of the four remain- 
ing contestants in turn, a final vote was 
made unanimous for the chosen city of 
approximately 8,000 population. 


However, it was not Laurinburg’s size 
that determined the choice. The Ford 
study had urged that a college ought to be 
in a population center and Raleigh, as 
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the largest of the 17 contestants, made 
much of that recommendation. 

It was not location on the main lines 
that gave Laurinburg the advantage, for, 
while it has plenty of through highways 
in all directions, railroad connections are 
not the best. (It is on the east-west 
Seaboard RR line between Wilmington 
and Rutherfordton, while the north-south 
connection must be made at Hamlet, 15 
miles away.) But car, bus and air travel 
got the emphasis. 


The Story 


What Laurinburg did have was pre- 
sented in convincing fashion by its able 
citizens and in a “Scotland County” 
brochure crammed with amazing facts. 

It offered any one of four sites—on any 
side of the city (see map)—ranging from 
200 acres costing $85,000 to 750 acres 
to the south valued at $330,000. The 
latter site holds the edge in advance 
speculation. 

It made careful and well-documented 
studies, showing high school graduates 
within 30 miles who will be potential 
day-students. 

It claimed that location there will offer 
as little overlapping with areas served by 
other colleges as almost any institution 
in North or South Carolina. A 100-mile 
radius, it was said, will take in about 
two-thirds of all Presbyterians in the 
two states. 

Southeastern North Carolina and north- 
eastern South Carolina, it was shown, 
constitute the largest area in the south- 
eastern United States without a senior 
college. 

It pictured its strong Scotch-Presby- 
terian constituency, showing that Presby- 
terians number 18.1% of the population 
in Laurinburg, that they make up 33.2% 
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of the white church membership there. 
And it had a lot that it could say about 
what these Presbyterians in Scotland 
County have been doing for church-re- 
lated institutions. 

It has a trustee of Peace College who 
has served for 30 years; and a Flora Mac- 
donald trustee with 36 years’ service; 
chairmen of the boards of trustees of 
both Flora Macdonald and Presbyterian 
Junior College, with other trustees in 
key positions at PJC. 

The record shows what Laurinburg 
and Scotland County Presbyterians have 
been doing for the church colleges in 
past years: They gave 35.6% of the 
total 60th anniversary fund for Flora 
Macdonald in addition to 50% of all 
funds given by individual donors to the 
same college since 1948. For PJC, they 
have given 28.8% of total gifts to the 
college since 1948, and for Peace Col- 
lege during the past 20 years they have 
given 17.5% of its total support. 

For Union Seminary in Virginia the 
Laurinburg and Scotland County Presby- 
terians gave next to the largest per capita 
gifts in four synods during the big cam- 
paign a few years ago. The Laurinburg 
church (there is only one Presbyterian 
congregation there with 762 members) 
last year gave $89,957 in total gifts. 
Other community drives like those for 
the memorial library and hospital show 
similar generous support. 

Thriving industry, well diversified, 
profitable agriculture, steady growth in 
values and trade, the proponents said, 
offer a stable financial basis for the sup- 
port of the new college. 

To prove that they meant business, they 
brought forward an offer of $3,050,000 
plus a site. This offer (as in many of 
the other contesting cities represented 
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a united appeal with hundreds of indi- 
vidual and corporation pledges of initial 
gifts and continuing support. In the 
Scotland County offer were numbered 
more than 2,600 individual givers and 
the boosters were especially proud that 
not more than 36% of the total was made 
up of gifts larger than $50,000. 

While the choice was being considered 
and voted on in Raleigh, an all-day pray- 
er meeting was in progress in the Laurin- 
burg church, with townsmen dropping in 
all during the day. That night, shortly 
after 8:00, when the decision was an- 
nounced, the prayer service was ended. 


Now, the Synod 

Next step in this infectious campaign 
will challenge the Synod of North Caro- 
lina. A severe test will face the cities 
that were not chosen—to see how enthu- 
siastically they will support the college 
they tried so hard to get for their own 
communities. Likewise, Scotland Coun- 
ty will face an equally severe test for it 
will have to make good in the immediate 
future and in the coming years, for many 
a city has gone all-out to win a college 
only to forget in a few years any continu- 
ing obligation. 

Most of all, the Presbyterians of the 
synod will be tested. On April 10 the 
convocation is scheduled, probably in 
Laurinburg, to get the campaign for 
$3,500,000 underway. In that far-reach- 
ing effort the rest of the members in the 
Presbyterian, U. S., synod with the most 
members and the largest total in annual 
gifts will have an opportunity to match the 
enthusiasm, generosity, and solid cooper- 
ation demonstrated throughout eastern 
North Carolina during the past six 
months. 

If they match the spirit of the trustees 
and contesting community groups whose 
nominations lost, synod leaders will not 
be concerned. After almost twelve hours 
in session on the crucial day of decision, 
they came to see what they felt to be clear 
and divine leading and they sealed their 
conviction with a unanimous vote. Then 
they united in a prayer of dedication to 
the big task before them. Intense loyal- 
ties to their localities were transformed 
and transferred to the one call to which 
the svnod had summoned them—to do the 
best they can for the new college. 


Only $750 in Arrears 


Presbyterian, U. S., congregations that 
owe money to the Board ef Church Ex- 
tension are behind in their payments 
only $750 out of nearly a million dollars 
on loan. 

Last year 29 loans were made, total- 
ing $277,668; 21 loans were repaid in 
full, and two $8,000-loans were cancelled. 
Interest payments during the year ran 
to $35,298. 

At the present time more requests are 
in hand for loans than the remaining 
balance of $168,289. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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@ Here is a unanimous report on 


The Position of Women in the Church 


BACKGROUND ... 


This report was required by two overtures to the 1955 General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church, U.S. One (No. 58) came from 
Suwannee Presbytery in Florida, out of a background of several years 
of controversy caused by one individual’s objection to having a woman 
read the report of Women’s Work in the synod meeting. The pres- 
bytery requested the Assembly to express itself on ‘““women speaking 
in church courts—to the end that discussion on such subject be 


brought to an end.” 


Granville Presbytery (N. C.) overtured the As- 


sembly (No. 69) to amend the Book of Church Order so as to allow 


“women to hold the offices of ruling elder and deacon. . 


permissive basis.” 


mous report. 


- On ¢ 


The Assembly ordered a special committee to be 
named by the Moderator to make these studies. 


Here is its unani- 


If it is approved by the 1956 Assembly at Montreat 
it must be submitted to the presbyteries. 


If a majority of the pres- 


byteries approve and if the 1957 Assembly also approves, then the 
proposed amendment will be adopted. 


HE COMMITTEE is charged with 

specific duty to study the general 
question of the position of women in the 
church according to the Scriptures and 
to consider the overtures referred to it. 
Questions dealing with certain phases of 
woman’s positions and activities have 
been studied previously by committees 
and by General Assemblies. (Minutes 
of the General Assembly, 1880, 1891, 
1910, 1915, 1916, 1926, etc.) The fact 
that the question has been re-opened 
shows that many in the church are not 
satisfied with the conclusions reached 
previously. 

We do not interpret our study to be 
limited to the discovery of the position 
of women in the church during Bible 
times as revealed in God’s Word. But 
we feel that with this material as back- 
ground, we should seek to view the church 
of today and endeavor to interpret the 
teaching of the Bible and the Holy Spirit 
as it applies to the place and part of 
women in the public worship services 
and government of the church of our day. 


The question referred to us is not 
whether or not our church wishes to place 
women in certain positions. We feel 
that there is a responsibility to re-examine 
the full topic, even though the specific 
question for special study might be stated 
as follows: 

“According to the Bible, what place or 
part may women have in the public serv- 
ices of the Christian Church and in the 
official government of the church?” 

The rules of church government and 
practice are often outgrowths of helpful 
and fruitful customs which have arisen 
in the church’s life and work. 

It would be a mistake to try to obtain 
any correct interpretation of the teaching 
of God’s Word on this matter without 
some associated study of the experience 
and practice of the church as led by the 
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Holy Spirit. 
Bible Teaching 


1. Two passages in particular (name- 
ly, “Let your women keep silence in the 
churches: for it is not permitted unto 
them to speak; but they are commanded to 
be under obedience, as also saith the law. 
And if they will learn any thing, let them 
ask their husbands at home: for it is a 
shame for women to speak in the church.” 
1 Cor. 14:34,35, and “Let the women 
learn in silence with all subjection. But 
I suffer not a woman to teach, nor to 
usurp authority over the man, but to be 
in silence” 1 Tim. 2:11,12) seem to de- 
mand that women take no vocal part in 
the leadership of worship of the church, 
if these verses are taken as setting forth 
a rule which is permanent and without 
exception. 

2. On the other hand, the Bible shows 
that at least a few women did occupy 
positions of leadership among God’s 
people. Outstanding among these in the 
Old Testament are Deborah, “a proph- 
etess” who “judged Israel” (Judges 
4:4); and Huldah the prophetess, whose 
advise from God was sought by Hilkiah 
the priest (2 Kings 22:14ff). In the New 
Testament, Phoebe was a deacon (dia- 
konon) of the church of Cenchreae (Rom. 
16:1). The title applied to her is the 
same as that given the deacons, (Phil. 
1:1 and 1 Tim. 3:8). Priscilla and her 
husband instructed a learned preacher, 
Apollos, “expounding to him the way 
of God more accurately” (Acts 18:26). 
The four daughters of Philip “prophe- 
sied,” and there is no record of Paul’s 
rebuking them, (Acts 21:9). In fact, 
this gift of prophesying (or speaking for 
God) was promised to women in the Old 
Testament (Joel 2:28). Peter declared 
that this prophecy was fulfilled in the 
coming of the Spirit at Pentecost (Acts 


2:17). In 1 Cor. 11:5 women are spoken 
of as “praying and prophesying” in pub- 
lic worship, and Paul gives directions to 
be observed by them while so doing then. 

To such definite passages may be added 
those which set forth the general equality 
of men and women in the Body of Christ. 
Paul himself stated, “There is neither 
Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor 
free, there is neither male nor female: for 
ye are all one in Christ Jesus” (Gal. 
3:28). In Acts 2:17,18 it is definitely 
said that both men and women share the 
“gifts of the Spirit,” and nowhere in the 
New Testament is it said that the “gifts 
of the Spirit,” given to the Body of 
Christ, are limited to the male sex (e.g. 
1 Coe: 12:48). 

Here then is the crux of the problem. 
On the one hand, the passages noted 
above (1 Cor. 14:34,35 and 1 Tim. 
2:11,12) if taken as rules for God’s 
people which are permanent and without 
exception would seem to bar women, as 
women, from teaching or exercising au- 
thority among God’s people. In the 
past, taking these statements to be a rule 
without exception caused the church to 
bar women from these types of service 
in the church. 

On the other hand, the Bible declares 
that gifts of teaching and authority were 
given to certain women by God. The 
inevitable inference, therefore, is that 
such gifts to women, as women, are not 
out of accord with God’s order of creation 
or his divine order for the church. God 
is his own interpreter. 


Our Lines of Consideration 


1. Our solution must be found in ac- 
cord with the principle stated in the 
Confession of Faith, (Ch. I, sec. 9): 
“The infallible rule of interpretation of 
Scripture is the Scripture itself; and 
therefore, when there is a question about 
the true and full sense of any Scripture 
(which is not manifold, but one), it may 
be searched and known by other places 
that speak more clearly.” 

2. We find it clearly and unmistakably 
stated in Scripture that God endowed at 
least some women for leadership among 
his people in Bible days. The promise 
of Acts 2:17 is for the church. There- 
fore, we conclude that what God has 
done, and has promised to do (Acts 
2:17) may be done in our own day. God 
may endow women for service in his 
church today. Whom he will call, and 
how many, and when and where, we do 
not know. Only the Holy Spirit can say. 
We would infer, however, that the man- 
ner of calling women into service would 
be similar to that by which he has called 
men into his service. 








3. We are considering the position of 
women in the church. It is well to ask, 
“What is the church?” In this connec- 
tion, many are prone to think of it as a 
local organization having a pastor, elders 
and deacons and members. Such marks 
a church may have, but our Confession 
of Faith is closer to the New Testament 
when it declares (Ch. XXV, Sec. 2) ““The 
visible church ... consists of all those 
... that profess the true religion together 
with their children. .. .” This is the fam- 
ily of God. This is the Body of Christ. 
The question is, “In this Body of Christ, 
is the Holy Spirit calling women to posi- 
tions of leadership and authority?” As 
we will point out shortly, women are 
today filling positions of authority in our 
Southern Presbyterian Church, and are 
exercising the gifts of spiritual teaching. 
Their exercise of authority is not limited 
to power over just women and children 
any more than their teaching is so lim- 
ited. ‘That is, women in our church are 
not just guiding and teaching children, 
or other women, but all of us are blessed 
by their work. 

4. It has been the tradition of our 
church, however, that women should not 
be elected elders or deacons. The scrip- 
tural basis for this tradition finds its 
strongest statement in the two passages 
referred to above (1 Cor. 14:34,35 ‘The 
women should keep silence in the 
churches,” and 1 Tim. 2:11,12 “... I 
permit no woman to teach, cr to have 
authority over men. . . .” These rules 
have been taken by many as without ex- 
ception and permanently binding on 
God’s people. 

a. Can we say that it is in accord with 
God’s will that, without exception women 
must be quiet among the people of God, 
and that they must not teach or exercise 
authority among his people? Some may 
say, if they wish, “God usually calls men 
to positions of leadership” (yet the Bible 
does not say so). But the Bible does say 
that he has called some women. The 
“rule” (if it is one) is not without ex- 
ception. God has called some women 
in the past. Will he do so today? Let 
us seek to avoid being in the position of 
making rules for our church which would 
prevent the Holy Spirit calling to service 
those whom he desires. 

b. Are these words of Paul permanent- 
ly binding upon the church? Scripture 
records changes in leadership procedures 
as God’s people live in changing circum- 
stances. New ways of doing the same 
things are adopted to meet new condi- 
tions. Let us examine some examples of 
this. 

Exodus 18:13-26. When Moses un- 
dertook the responsibility of leading 
Israel out of Egypt, his brother Aaron 
was designated as his assistant and fel- 
low-worker. Nothing was then said about 
any other men who would share in the 
task of leadership. When the need de- 
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veloped, it was first pointed out by Jethro, 
then recognized by Moses. Part of the 
total task was delegated to appointed as- 
sistants whom we call elders. Such an 
arrangement was new, not included in the 
original pattern, but neither was it con- 
trary to what had been the procedure 
before. 

1 Samuel 8:4-9. When the elders of 
Israel requested Samuel to make them a 
king to rule over them, they were pro- 
posing a radical change in leadership 
procedure. Samuel was personally dis- 
pleased with the request, but God told 
him to “hearken unto the voice of the 
people.” Despite the unsound motiva- 
tion, the request was genuine, and the 
idea was apparently practical. God told 
Samuel to grant the request, to set up 
the new procedure, and to help it in every 
way to work out successfully. The pat- 
tern of having a king was a new and 
different way of doing the same thing 
which has been done in the past, but it 
was not contrary in principle to what had 
been the practice before under different 
circumstances. 


Deacons Are Named 

Acts 6:1-8. Our Lord Jesus had 
chosen twelve apostles to serve him in 
the ministry of instruction and the lead- 
ership of the believers. He made no 
mention of deacons. Changing circum- 
stances presented a new need in the early 
church. Peter humbly and wisely super- 
vised the appointment of a new order of 
church leaders: the deacons. Verse 7 
shows that the new arrangement was ef- 
fectual and blessed by God. It was a 
new and difierent way of doing, designed 
to meet new and different circumstances, 
but it was not contrary to what had been 
done before. 

In each of these instances the challenge 
to establish a new procedure arose out of 
the practical situation and was brought to 
the attention of those responsible by 
others actually feeling the need. It is a 
tribute to the humility of the responsible 
leaders that they proceeded under God 
to adopt the new way of doing things in 
order that the work under their care might 
not be hindered. The form of the new 
method was not taken from precedent, 
nor was it revealed in any private fashion, 
but was fashioned by the actual condi- 
tions prevailing at the time. 

The three instances cited above each 
involve the judgment of individual per- 
sons, namely, Moses, Samuel, Peter. 
Scripture presents an account of a similar 
decision made by a group of God’s people, 
acting corporately. 


Gentiles Received 

Acis 15:1-35. During the earthly min- 
istry of our Lord, no Gentile had been 
included among the Apostles. Apparent- 
ly no Gentile was present at Pentecost. 
When Peter preached the gospel in the 
house of Cornelius something new and 


different occurred, for Gentiles were re- 
ceived by faith only. Later on, under 
the leadership of the Holy Spirit, Paul 
and Barnabas, and others, had journeyed 
through Gentile lands preaching the gos- 
pel, and making disciples. In the past, 
the fellowship of believers had consisted 
only of those who had been circumcised, 
To some zealous persons it seemed that 
therefore all the new converts from the 
Gentiles should submit to being circum- 
cised. Others such as Paul and Barabas 
felt circumcision was unnecessary in the 
case of Gentiles. To settle this question 
the Church Council met in Jerusalem. 

It is illuminating to note the procedure 
of that meeting. Peter, a well-known 
respected church leader of wide experi- 
ence and proven authority, testified that 
he had seen God bless a Gentile, being 
yet uncircumcised. The circumstances 
surrounding the incident were unique and 
clearly indicated all was in God’s will. 

Paul and Barnabas, two well-known 
competent missionaries of proven spirit- 
ual power testified that God had richly 
blessed their ministry among Gentiles, 
so that by now a multitude of Gentiles 
believed the gospel, and manifested the 
gifts of the Spirit. God had obviously 
endorsed the procedure of receiving Gen- 
tiles as such, without circumcision. 

James, a well-known trusted leader in 
the church, expounded the Scriptures to 
show that nothing in God’s word pro- 
hibited the calling of the Gentiles, but 
rather “to this agree the words of the 
prophets.” 

Thus confronted by the evidence of 
God’s own guidance and approval, in 
actual experience and revelation, the 
church was “pleased” to authorize the 
policy, to guide in future practice, of 
accepting Gentiles as such into the fel- 
lowship. ‘There seems no _ reasonable 
doubt that in the history of God’s people 
in Bible times, local and temporal cir- 
cumstances had a direct bearing on the 
form of procedure, and the mode of prac- 
tice employed. Changes in circumstances 
invariably led to changes in custom and 
policy, under the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit of God. 


The Holy Spirit Leads 

5. From our study of the Bible we are 
led to believe that the Holy Spirit will 
progressively lead God’s people into a 
new understanding of the practice of the 
will of God. This is the promise of 
Jesus (John 16:12-14). 

a. We believe that the church has ex- 
perienced his leading, and this guidance 
is seen in things like the following: 

(1) We no longer keep the seventh 
day of the week, although there is no Bib- 
lical statement formally abrogating the 
ancient command of God. 

(2) We no longer follow the practice 
of the early church (and Paul’s com- 
mand in 1 Thess. 5:26, 2 Cor. 13:12) and 
“greet one another with a holy kiss.” Nor 
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do we wash one another’s feet in accord 
with the word of Christ (John 13:14). 
We seek to preserve the principle of lov- 
ing fellowship and humble service, but 
we do not observe the actual letter of the 
deed. 

(3) Coming closer to our own day, we 
no longer argue that human slavery is 
justified by the Bible, and in accord with 
God’s will. Some of our grandfathers 
did so argue, declaring that slavery was 
God’s permanent institution. Through 
the illumination of the Holy Spirit, we 
have come to a different understanding 
on this subject. We see that the Bible 
passages they quoted were not kept by 
them in the larger context of the Bible as 
a whole. 

b. We believe that the Holy Spirit is 
leading us today into a new understand- 
ing of the place of women in the church. 
As evidence of this guidance we mention 
a few of the steps which have been taken 
by our church and blessed by God. 

(1) Women speak and vote in the 
congregational meetings of our church. 

(2) Women serve as church school 
teachers, Bible teachers, Directors of 
Christian Education, and as professors 
in some of our church schools and the 
Assembly’s Training School. In their 
work they teach both men and women 
students. 

(3) Women serve on many of the im- 
portant committees of the local church, 
presbytery, and synod. 

(4) Women serve on all of the Boards 
of our church, (World Missions, Church 
Extension, etc.), where they have a voice 
and a vote in directing the affairs of our 
church which have to do with men as well 
as women. 

(5) Women are in the majority in all 
of our Missions on our mission fields. 
These Missions direct the work on the 
field as does a presbytery at home. Wom- 
en have a full voice and vote in all of 
the affairs of the Mission, playing an 
important part in directing the total work 
of our church under its control. (They 
have no corresponding place in the home 
church. ) 

(6) Some of our pastors welcome these 
women missionaries into their churches 
when they are home on furlough, for they 
are eager for the people to know what 
God is doing in the world. Others, be- 
cause of loyalty to the tradition of our 
church, deny their congregations the op- 
portunity of hearing these tell what God 
is doing. God is blessing our mission 
work, carried on by a host of devoted 
women as well as men who have been 
called by the Spirit, we believe, to do this 
work. Let us rejoice that the church 
has heeded the call of the Spirit, and has 
commissioned these women to this work. 


What Should We Do? 

1. If, on the one hand, we hold to the 
traditional position of our church, that 
women must keep silence, and not teach 
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or have dominion over man, then in all 
consistency we should forbid women to 
speak or vote in congregational meeting. 
This is especially true since women, on 
the average, outnumber the men in a con- 
gregational meeting, therefore their vote 
will be exercising the decisive authority. 
There should be no women on our church 
Boards. Women missionaries on the field 
should be denied voice and vote in the 
Mission meetings. The question before 
us is not just whether women should be 
elected elders or deacons. The question 
is, “What is God’s will for women in his 
church?” If the traditional position is to 
be taken as the will of God, then we 
should order our church life accordingly. 

2. On the other hand, as we have point- 
ed out, Jesus himself promised his fol- 
lowers that the Holy Spirit would lead 
them into a deeper understanding of truth 
(John 14:26, 16:12-14). They relied 
upon his practical guidance in the early 
church. The Apostles felt they were fol- 
lowing the Spirit’s guidance when they 
directed the election of the “‘seven dea- 


cons.” 


Peter trusted the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit when he went to the house of 
Cornelius, and then baptized him (Acts 
10:19,11:12-18). The church, seeking 
to formulate a policy to guide future pro- 
cedure in respect to the Gentiles, met at 
Jerusalem to hear those who from ex- 
perience could tell them “what signs and 
wonders God had wrought among the 
Gentiles through them” (Acts 15:12). 
The church accepted this story of God’s 
blessing on the Gentiles as a guide for 
their action in the future. This new 
policy, they declared, seemed good not 
only to them, but to the Holy Spirit (Acts 
15:28). Thus did the Holy Spirit in 
those days lead them into new ways of 
doing things. 

We believe that the Holy Spirit has 
continued to work in his church. 
Throughout history new forms of service 
have been devised under what we believe 
to have been his guidance, (such as the 
Sunday school movement and the modern 
missionary movement) in which Chris- 
tians, men and women, could minister 
to their generation. Among these, we are 
convinced that the larger sphere of use- 
fulness open to women today is in line 
with his leading. Many denominations 
and communions throughout the world, 
recognizing the development which has 
guided women into all kinds of profes- 
sions and many types of service in society 
and the church, and believing this to be 
a gradual development of the Christian 
viewpoint of mankind, have changed their 
policies in regard to the service of women 
in the church. The following examples 
are only a few among many which might 
be cited. 


The eldership of the English Presby- 


terian Church was thrown open to women 
in 1922. 


The United Free Church of Scotland 
threw open the diaconate, the eldership 
and the ministry to women in 1929. 

The Evangelical and Reformed Church 
in the United States ordains women as 
ministers. The United Presbyterian, the 
Associate Reformed Presbyterian and 
The Presbyterian Church, USA, all give 
women a much larger place officially 
than our church does. 

It seems true to say that in nearly all 
churches the world over women are tak- 
ing a steadily increasing responsibility in 
the leadership of the affairs of the church, 
both on the local and higher levels. When 
the General Council of the World Pres- 
byterian Alliance met in Princeton, N. J., 
in the summer of 1954, an informal vote 
was taken on the question of ordaining 
women. A majority voted in favor. 
While this had no binding effect, it was 
indicative of the general trend of think- 
ing. It did bring about the setting up 
of a commission to “formulate afresh 
the Reformed doctrine of ordination, and 
of the service in the church of minister, 
elder and deacon, with particular refer- 
ence to the ministry of women, according 
to the Word of God and in the light of 
both the ancient tradition of the church 
and the human situation today.” 


Recommendations 


1. That overture No. 58 be answered 
that it is not out of accord with the 
teaching of the Bible to have women 
speak in the courts of our church. 

2. That overture No. 69 be answered 
in the affirmative. 

Epwarp G. Litiy, Chairman; JAMES 
E. Bear, MANForp G. GutTzKE, Mrs. A. 
WALTON Litz, LEwis B. SCHENCK. 


Wilbur La Roe Says: 


Chief Weakness. A reader asks: 
“Will you not say what you consider the 
principal weakness in the church today 
—I mean what you think is specially 
impeding the progress of the church?” 
Answer: The easy and comfortable type 
of lay discipleship, coupled with the fail- 
ure of over half of all church members 
to attend church with any regularity. 

Old Lenox. One of Princeton’s his- 
toric monuments was the seminary’s old 
Lenox Library. There was crying need 
for a new library but because of the 
crowded campus no other site was avail- 
able. The Board of Trustees faced a 
dilemma: Shall the precious old relic 
be preserved, or shall adequate library 
facilities be provided for generations of 
students to come? Under the superb 
leadership of Dr. Mackay, the Board, 
voting against a group of local sentimen- 
talists, decided that Old Lenox, concern- 
ing whose aesthetic charm not even all 
worshippers of antiquity are in agree- 
ment, must be razed. 
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EDITORIAL 


Women Elders and Deacons 


With worldwide movements in the same 
direction, observed in many churches, 
there should be little surprise that the 
Presbyterian, U. S., ad interim commit- 
tee is recommending that, where desired, 
women be elected as elders and deacons 
(see page 5). 

Everybody can be grateful for the care 
with which the report was prepared, the 
study which supports it, and the fact 
that it is unanimous. 

The report merits careful study by 
commissioners and rank-and-file mem- 
bers. It has important implications not 
only in regard to this specific question 
but also as to the use of the Bible. If 
this point could only be generally under- 
stood and accepted many of our perplex- 
ing difficulties—and the root of many 
disagreeable disagreements—would be 
resolved. 

In the USA church it appears certain 
that the movement to remove barriers to 
the ordination of women to the ministry 
will succeed. The presbyteries have al- 
ready recorded a sufficient majority and 
it would seem to be a foregone conclu- 
sion that the Philadelphia Assembly will 
ratify the action. 

This action and the overwhelming im- 
plication of the U. S. committee’s report 
raise the question as to why the U. S. 
church might not well face the logic of 
the committee’s argument and make the 
move complete—removing all barriers to 
the full service of women in the church. 

No one contends that women are wait- 
ing at the door to rush for ordination. 
(Can you name even one who might be 
even slightly interested?) But unless the 
logic of the committee’s study is followed 
now it will have to come later, as come 
it will. Do not overlook this important 
passage in the report: 

“God has called some women in the 
past. Will he do so today? Let us seek 
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to avoid being in the position of making 
rules for our church which would prevent 
the Holy Spirit calling to service those 
whom he desires.” 

And that, it seems, is about all any 
advocates are saying. Simply that if the 
tests of a call are met (and the Presby- 
terian system has full safeguards) then 
men ought to be very careful lest they put 
themselves in the position of opposing 
what the Holy Spirit would accomplish. 


Reformed Worship 


James Hastings Nichols of the fed- 
erated seminary of the University of Chi- 
cago has made an important contribution 
in his recently-delivered Sprunt Lectures 
at Union Seminary in Virginia with his 
study of the principles of the Reformed 
theology as applied to worship. The fact 
that the lectures will be published will 
add to the far-reaching effect of this 
study. 

Meanwhile, serious consideration ought 
to be given to what is happening in the 
building of many churches where the be- 
liefs of the church are denied by the 
architecture which is followed. The pity 
is that the Reformed or Protestant prin- 
ciple is not adequately understood and 
a church plan is determined by sheer 
imitation of outmoded forms or by a 
search for what is esthetically pleasing 
without regard to its relation to reality. 

Many a presbytery is deeply concerned 
about the beliefs of its members and it 
employs a system of safeguards in order 
to see that what it believes to be true is 
taught. But in allowing all kinds of 
buildings to be erected it becomes a party 
to the teaching of a form of faith that it 
denies with all its might. This is true, 
unquestionably, because of the wide- 
spread ignorance of the issues involved. 

It would be a worthy step if the chap- 
ter of Dr. Nichols’ book dealing with 
architecture could be provided by the 
respective General Assemblies for every 
congregation in the nation—and if pres- 
byteries exercised their prerogatives in 
teaching their constituent bodies the facts 
about this important matter. 


N. C. Tribute 


The amazing movement in higher ed- 
ucation going on in the Synod of North 
Carolina deserves the careful attention 
and hearty applause of Presbyterians 
everywhere. On page three we tell some- 
thing of the presest status in a program 
to undergird high-grade educational in- 
stitutions and to project and finance a 
program of quality instruction of which 
the church-at-large can be proud. 

With other areas following the same 
procedure in studies now in progress or 
soon to begin, it is to be hoped that where 
there is present weakness there may be 
strength and many institutions which 


may have depended in the past upon 
goodwill, local loyalty or sentiment for 
their support will now, in addition, de- 
serve and receive encouragement and 
money because their constituents know 
they are doing a creditable job. 

What has long been a source of wonder 
and of appreciation has been how good 
a job has been done by so many deeply 
dedicated teachers who have given their 
lives to a work that has brought them 
little in the form of material returns. 





Caught in the Crowds 


When he saw the crowds he had com- 
passion for them.—Matthew 9:36. Read 
verses 18-36. 


Amid all the turmoil of his day, Jesus 
did not withdraw to some ivory tower 
or seclusion, except when he needed a 
special time for prayer. He was out 
where clamoring crowds were coming 
and going. He knew the maze of cross- 
ing currents, and how distracted life 
could be. Jesus knew that crowds, as 
crowds, do not enter the Way of Life, 
that they are no criterion of either the 
false or the true; but he saw them as a 
symbol of our human restlessness, and 
he was there like a shepherd among 
sheep. The sad thing about all crowds 
is that they become easy prey to evil 
forces. Our Lord knew the dangers, and 
with beth compassion and _ courage 
braved the displeasure of unscrupulous 
men. There were those in the throngs 
that burdened his heart—the maimed, 
the halt, the blind, the aged. The Bible 
story tells how gently he dealt with them, 
even as a shepherd would guide and lead 
his flock. 

We may never fully fathom the mystery 
of the Cross; but when we see him stand 
head and shoulders above the crowd, 
patiently and safely leading those who 
follow his wonderful way, we glimpse 
the greatness of his heart. 


O Master from the mountain side, 
Make haste to heal these hearts of pain; 
Among these restless throngs abide, 

O tread the city streets again —AMEN. 


—WOFFORD C. TIMMONS in The Fel- 
lowship of Prayer. Distributed by the Na- 
tional Council of Churches. Copyright. 
Used by permission. 





Inaugurations Scheduled 


Presidential inaugurations at Presby- 
terian institutions of higher learning have 
been scheduled as follows: 

Hampden-Sydney (Va.), Joseph Clark 
Robert, March 23, with Sir Percy Claude 
Spender, Australian Ambassador to the 
U. S., delivering the address. 

Union Seminary in Virginia, James 
A. Jones, April 4. 

Park College (Mo.), Robert Eli Long, 
April 11. 
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Footnote to Ruth 


LIVING IN ANOTHER’S HOME 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


HE STORY of Ruth and Naomi 
T illustrates a number of things about 
marriage and the home. One angle, gen- 
erally un-noticed by the younger readers, 
is by no means the main point of the story 
and yet it strikes older readers at once. 
The young and romantic are attracted 
by Ruth and Boaz—will they fall in 
love? Dare they marry? But the older 
reader's heroine is Naomi, aged or aging, 
and by no means a romantic figure. 

In the first part of the story she comes 
down a long way. At first the wife of 
a perhaps prosperous farmer, she comes 
before many years, to be a childless 
widow. She returns to her old home 
alone, with only a foreign daughter-in- 
law for company (and how the patriotic 
Bethlehemites must have gossiped about 
that!), and about as low in spirits as 
a woman can get. “The Lord has dealt 
verv bitterly with me,” she said. ‘TI went 
away full, the Lord has brought me back 
empty. He has afflicted me, he has 
brought calamity upon me.” She would 
not even let the neighbors use her old 
happy name. “Call me Bitter,” she said, 
meaning—‘“for that is what I am.” 

She was no great “catch” for a mother- 
in-law, you might have said. She was 
so poor that she had to live on the leav- 
ings of the generous, and so weak that 
she did not go out as Ruth did to glean 
in the fields. Apparently she had no 
home of her own, but lived with Boaz and 
Ruth the rest of her life, after their mar- 
riage. 


VERY SIMPLE and everyday sort 
of story. It is matched everywhere 

. and that is why it is interesting to 
so many. Naomi had to do what count- 
less older people have to do—make her 
home in someone else’s home. That has 
all the elements of frustration and trage- 
dy; but the point of this story (at any 
rate of this angle of it) is that those were 
happy years for all concerned. Inde- 
pendent people may not like the prospect 
of living for years in another’s home; 
but with Naomi for a model, the ex- 
perience need be neither humiliating nor 
unpleasant. 

Naomi, in a word, made herself wel- 
come by becoming indispensable. To 
begin with, she must have been a very 
strong and attractive character. No tri- 
bute from one person to another could be 
more moving than what Ruth said to 
Naomi as they were leaving Moab. It 
is perfectly obvious that Naomi, to make 
an understatement, must have been a 
prized companion, if Ruth would prefer 
to live with her alone and destitute in a 
strange land rather than among her own 
MARCH 19, 1956 


people with some prospect of marrying 
again. 


E DO NOT KNOW all the quali- 

ties that made Naomi desirable 
for a permanent member of the home. 
But we can name two of them. For one 
thing, she could offer sound advice. In- 
deed it was her advice that had brought 
the marriage to pass in the first place, 
and we can well imagine that Boaz and 
Ruth were grateful, and asked Naomi’s 
opinion often again. The older person 
in another’s home can make two mistakes 
here: either by showering his or her 
juniors with floods of unnecessary advice, 
or by shutting up like a discontented 
clam and never even putting in a word 
of warning in an emergency. 

Age lacks much; but age has something 
youth does not have and cannot buy: 
wisdom born of experience. Moreover, 
the advice of an in-law of the older gen- 
eration in a home, even an in-law once 
removed as Naomi was, can be specially 
valuable, because there is at the same 
time a warm personal knowledge and in- 
terest, and a detached, judicious view of 
the situation. Furthermore, Naomi con- 
fined her advice to matters she knew 





SUMMER SCHOOLS 


Columbia Theological 
Seminary 


Decatur, Ga. 


Summer Language School 
July 18 to September 8 


Intensive courses in Greek and He- 
brew, intended primarily for students 
who plan to enter the junior class and 


have not had Greek in College. 
Professors Cartledge and Gailey 


Summer Graduate School 
August 7-31, 1956 
Courses in English Bible, Old Testa- 


ment, New Testament, Homiletics and 
Christian Education. 


Profesors Cartledge, Gailey, Gillespie, 
and Gutzke. 


Inquiries should be addressed to the 
Dean of the Graduate Department 








about and Ruth didn’t—another reason 
her advice was welcomed. 

But the old lady did more than talk. 
She gave very practical help when the 
baby was born. She elected herself per- 
manent baby-sitter. She took such con- 
stant care of the boy that the neighbors 
called him Naomi’s son. 

It is a rare home that can’t use an 
additional hand. Not all older people 
are as capable as this Naomi, but the in- 
telligent eye and the willing hand can 
always find some way to be useful, not 
now and then, but all the time. 


NE OTHER THING needs to be 

said. Naomi made a success of her 
career as resident in-law only with the 
help of Boaz, Ruth and the neighbors. 
Without Boaz’s invitation and consent 
she would hardly have lived there at all; 
without Ruth’s trust she could not have 
been little Obed’s nurse; and if the neigh- 
bors had been mean instead of enthusias- 
tic in their comments, her position could 
have been embarrassing indeed. 

Given an understanding family who 
know enough to give their permanent 
older visitor affection and a job in the 
home; given understanding neighbors 
who don’t try to tell either Ruth or 
Naomi how noble she is to live with the 
other one; and given a spirit of wisdom 
and desire to be of permanent service; 
the years one has to spend in another’s 
home, after one’s own has vanished, may 
be among life’s good years after all. 


20th EDITION 


11, Bible 
Dbook 








{Formerly known as “Pocket Bible Handbook”’} 


Book OF a Lifetime... For a Lifetime 
Loved alike by... Young and Old 
Widely Used in Colleges and Seminaries 
Highly Commended by leading Magazines 
Specially Useful for S S Teachers 


It is an Abbreviated Bible Commentary, 
with Notes on Books of the Bible, their Historical, 
Geographical and Chronological Backgrounds, 
with 75 Illustrative Maps: 

Amazing Archaeological Discoveries, 
Confirming or Illustrating Bible History, with 78 
Authentic Photographic Reproductions: 
Related Historical Data from the Annals of 
Babylon, Egypt, Assvria, Persia, Greece and 
Rome, touching the Bible Story: 

How We Got the Bible, Formation of Old and 
New Testaments, Apocryphal Books, Manu- 
scripts and Early Christian Writings: 

An Epitome of Church History, Connecting 
Bible Times with Our Own; Early Church Fath- 
ers, Persecutions, Rise of the Papacy, the Popes, 
Luther and the Reformation. 


Now Contains “Best Bible Verses”. There 
isnothing published, of its size, that has anything 
like as much practical Biblical information. 


{Further particulars sent on request} 
4x 6% x 1% inches 


956 Pages Cloth Bound $3.00 


Order from your Bookstore or 


H.H.HALLEY, Box 774, chicago90, m. 

















CAMPUS NEWS 


Columbia Plans Summer Term 
Two summer schools are scheduled for 
Columbia Seminary, Decatur, Ga., next 
summer. ‘The graduate summer school, 
Aug. 7-31, will be primarily for min- 
isters, with four professors offering 
courses. In addition, a summer language 
school, July 18-Sept. 8, will provide work 
for entering students who have not 
studied Greek in college. Intensive 
courses in Greek or Hebrew will be of- 
fered. The Society of Missionary In- 
quiry of the seminary will hold its fourth 
World Missions Conference April 20-22 
when more than 500 high school and col- 
lege students from nearby states are ex- 








, a PRESBYTERIAN 
JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Educational Excellence. Member South- 
ern Association Colleges and Secondary 
Schools. Endowed. Christian emphasis. 
A.A. and A.S. degrees. Graduate trans- 
fer to Junior class best colleges. Pro- 
fessor each ten students. Personal at- 
tention. Scientific tests. Athletics. One 
year and two year business courses. 
Preparatory department with 11th, and 
12 grades. Veterans. Moderate charges. 
Scholarships. Self-help. Summer School 
begins June 9, 1956. 
THE REGISTRAR 

Maxton, North Carolina 
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pected. The Frank C. Brown Memorial 
Section of the seminary library is being 
established, devoted to books on evange- 
lism and missions, with the announced 
purpose of securing “the finest and larg- 
est collection of books in these fields of 
any seminary in the world.” 


San Francisco: PR 

Prophetic Realism is the name of the 
new magazine being published by the 
faculty of San Francisco Theological 
Seminary, San Anselmo, Calif. It is an 
unofficial publication with financial sup- 
port being provided by interested friends. 


Louisville Plans 

Preliminary sketches now reveal the 
overall $2 million plan for the new 
campus of Louisville Seminary near 
Seneca Park. One feature offers alumni 
the opportunity of providing the “Alum- 
ni Cloister” with its “Garden of Medita- 
tion.” The cloister and the garden are 
offered alumni as a specific project for 
their financial support. 


Queens Gift 

A gift of $50,000 has been made to 
Queens College by Irwin Belk of Char- 
lotte, N. C. This will be added to a 
fund, created by Mr. Belk, in honor of 
his wife, called the Carol Grotness Belk 
Endowment. It is expected to form the 
endowment of a chair on the faculty. 





1776 Hampden-Sydney College 1956 


Unites sound scholarship and broad training 
for life with a vital Christian emphasis. 


JOSEPH C. ROBERTS, President 


Hampden-Sydney, Virginia 








For the best in education— 


Music 
Write for Information 
Office of Admissions 


SOUTHWESTERN offers: 


Personal contact with an eminently qualified faculty 
Christian influence of a Church College 
Distinctive four year program leading to degrees of Bachelor of Arts, Science and 


Southwestern at Memphis 
Memphis 12, Tennessee 








1956-1957 


QUEENS COLLEGE 


CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA 
Centennial Year 


A hundred years of educating women in the liberal arts ... A.B. and B.S. degrees 
++ full accreditation ... Presbyterian Church affiliation. 


EDWIN R. WALKER, President 











Presbyterian © Coeducational 


Catalog and illustrated booklet. 





KING COLLEGE 


Sound liberal education under vigorous Christian influences. Fully 
accredited. Four-year liberal arts, sciences, business, education. 

FOUR TYPES OF SCHOLARSHIPS: (1) Competitive, (2) Academic, 
(3) Grant in Aid, (4) Renumerative Work. Sixty-acre campus. Ath- 
letics. Dormitories. Summer session. Board, room, and tuition $795. 


R. T. L. LISTON, President, Box P, Bristol, Tenn. 


Founded 1867 
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Fewer Drop-Outs 


Davidson College reports fewer stu- 
dents dropping out because of failures 
this year. Last year 38 withdrew at the 
end of the first semester, this year there 
were 27, and only five were freshmen all 
of whom withdrew voluntarily. With 
greater care in pre-college examinations 
and with an improved guidance program, 
the college says time and money are 
saved and better feelings result all 
around.... Total gifts at Davidson dur- 
ing last year amounted to nearly $900,- 
000. Efforts will be made to match the 
$411,400 Ford Foundation grant and the 
total sum is planned to be used to in- 
crease staff and faculty salaries. Cur- 
rently a $1,500,000 fund-raising effort 
is underway. 


Lake Forest Program 

Trustees of Lake Forest College (IIl.) 
have announced a development program 
involving $10,555,000 designed ‘“‘to make 
Lake Forest the distinguished college of 
the Middle West.” The plan is the 
result of two years of study by a repre- 
sentative group. 


Princeton Institute 


Princeton’s annual Institute of The- 
ology is scheduled for July 9-19 with 
Charles T. Fritch devoting the Bible 
hour to the Dead Sea Scrolls and Mat- 
thew Black from St. Andrew’s Scotland, 
on the parables. Elective courses will be 
offered by a faculty. ‘Two elective hours 
each week will offer a clinic on sermon 
delivery. A variety of speakers will be 
heard in an evening series, with Leslie 
Tizard of Carrs Lane church, Birming- 
ham, England, speaking three times. 


Helping Migrants 

Eleven students at the Pres-Mex school, 
Taft, Texas, have been working in a 
migrant community of 43 families at 
nearby Sinton this year, directed by Sarah 
Hill Goodwin. Sunday and through- 
the-week activities are included. 





RADIO 


Presbyterian U. S. Series 
THE PROTESTANT HOUR 


eae 


Sunday, 
Mar. 25 


Topic: 
“Who Is This 
Christ?” 


Speaker 


Dr. David L. 
Stitt 





Consult Local Stations for Time 
Write for copies of Messages 
Division of Radio and Television 
Presbyterian Church in the United States 
Atlanta, Georgia 
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Woman Teacher at Davidson isters by introducing them to the “under- RSV Concordance: 120 Hours 
stu- F ee < a ae nearby — of ae or ey 4 Thanks to Electronics 
mes Mooresville, N. C., is the first woman contemporary psychodynamics.” An out- Seniiiiibia: ah 4 
‘the member in the history of Davidson Col- standing psychiatrist, it is said, will be INCINNATI, O. (RNS)—A concord- 
ane lege. She is visiting associate profes- named as director. Earl A. Loomis, Jr., “™° of the Revised Standard Version of 
. all sor of psychology. She has been a mem- has been named professor of psychiatry the Bible is being prepared by . 
Vith ber of the faculty at Queens College. and religion and director of the program UNIVAC computer that has been “taught 
‘toa Dr. MacBrayer marked up another _ effective July 1. the Scriptures. 
aa first earlier when she became the first 1 Ihe development was reported here to 
’ woman faculty member in the psychology Glade Valley s Future the annual meeting of the National 
all department of the University of North Last year when North Carolina’s edu- Council of Churches’ Division of Chris- 
- Carolina. ‘ cational study was made to the synod, tian Education. 
i | Scal one recommendation called for termina- The thirty years it once took James 
the — ype ee tion of the support of Glade Valley High Strong to compile his Exhaustive Con- 
aa — i a rest d “On Prey ser ‘ School in view of the development of cordance of the Bible, published in 1894, 
1? - - Soci ail , —- public schools in that area since its now will be reduced to 120 hours. Elec- 
ea = ye nett yay te - le ng SYS" founding in 1909. tronics is the reducing agent. 
at ea ad seileees "= pay See ye a When the scoho] was opened the near- The new concordance, an alphabetical 
-_ — ; ” ee bgt . whe est other school was 90 miles away. listing of the location of every word in 
oon } ric YD or ae se i i © Today it has 71 students. the Bible, has been planned for five years 
ng o“ tree - os oem i 2 va There has been some sentiment for and under experimentation and testing 
ll eng y agp " ts F, i : Pam mag continuation of the school but most re- since 1953, the year after the Rsv was 
- ) scene pT Riga pci ng a8 woeny cent development was the decision of published. 
¢ rn sanen anne. peta : tes ie OTS, Winston-Salem Presbytery to conform It will be issued in 1957 by Thomas 
, lp rh I endian temp eons to the synod’s recommendation and to Nelson & Sons, New York, publishers of 
a tebe es f ha :~ ~~ .~ * transfer Glade Valley’s work to the the Revised Standard Version. 
; , ser 1 aie sa2m pi abanenteny a state school system. Only other voice William R. McCulley, president of 
_ mney ra aged assistant profes- in the direction of the school is that of _ the publishing firm, said that every one 
sors and five instructors. Orange Presbytery. of the more than 800,000 words in the 
UTSNY Center : The Winston-Salem recommendation 1952 translation has been recorded on 
The- A $200,000 grant by the Old Domin-_ is that the buildings be used for a four metal magnetic tapes used by the 
with ion Foundation (Paul Mellon) will en- ‘Christian Home’ for high school-age giant UNIVAC. 
Bible able Union Seminary, New York, to young people who come from problem As the words are fed into the electronic 
Mat inaugurate a new program in the relations _ situations. data processing system for the tape, the 
won 4 between psychiatry and religion. This The synod’s action last summer called computer stores all but 132 frequently 
1 a program will be designed to make more for elimination of its own $8,000 an- used short words in its mercury “mem- 
mente effective the training of prospective min- nual appropriation in three years. ory” and arranges the stored words al- 
rmon 12) 
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phabetically along with their context and 
location in the Bible—book, chapter, and 
verse. The printed concordance will con- 
tain more than 350,000 contexts. 

The idea of producing the concordance 
electronically was first conceived five 
years ago by John W. Ellison, rector of 
the Church of the Epiphany (Protestant 
Episcopal), Winchester, Mass., while 
preparing his thesis for a doctor’s de- 
gree at Harvard Divinity School. 


Eight Pilot Projects 
Planned by USA Board 


New York (RNS)—Pilot projects have 
been started in seven major cities by the 
Presbyterian, USA, Board of National 
Missions in an effort to improve the 
church’s ministry in crowded, deteriorat- 
ing urban neighborhoods. 

The projects are underway in New 
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TRERT PHILADELPHIA 


If you are on the Kitchen Committee of some 
Church, Lodge, Club, School, etc., in your town 
you will be interested in this modern Folding 
Banquet Table. Write for Catalog and specia) 
giiscounts to institutions and organizations. 





York, Chicago, San Francisco, Balti- 
more, Boston, St. Louis, and Trenton, 
N. J. An eighth one will be launched 
soon in Indianapolis. 

A report on these efforts to help make 
“inner city” churches vital agencies in 
their neighborhood was given by a spe- 
cial committee of the board’s midwinter 
meeting here. 

In addition to the pilot projects, it 
said, plans call for providing “intern- 
ships” to future pastors of industrial and 
crowded city areas, compiling of a man- 
ual for “inner city” parishes, and the 
establishing of technical assistance to 
help these parishes conduct and analyze 
local surveys. 

The report stressed the increasing in- 
terracial character of American cities 
and emphasized that metropolitan 
churches will have to become integrated 
in order to survive. 

‘Too many churches established under 
different circumstances than those under 
which they now exist attempt to meet 
the situation as it used to be rather than 
as it now is,”’ the report said. 
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Tailoring 
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“~" Day, — FOR THE FAMILY THAT 
A Bible = ALREADY HAS A BIBLE 


The Revised Standard Version 


This Easter you can own a Bible so clearly written 
it will be renewed incentive to the study of God’s 
Word. Written in the language of today, the RSVB 
brings you new understanding of the great teach- 
ings of the Bible. 
More than 4,000,000 people have bought the RSVB 
—to point up the tremendous sales even more dra- 
matically, an average of one copy has sold every 
30 seconds day and night since publication date. 
The Revised Standard Version Bible is a wonderful 
book to own and to give. 
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THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 

1 Nerth Sixth St., Richmond 19, Va. 

Gentlemen: Please send me the following Revised Standard Version Bibles. 








i 

| 
Family size Smaller editions — illustrated i 
“omm'Black genuine leather. .$10.00 — \  _aer $3.50 i 
__—_Maroon buckram ....... 6.00 ae EE 2400 0s0eences 3.25 
New Testament — large size Blue CIO. oc cccccccccccccccccecess $2.50 | 
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ADDRESS. I 
CITY. STATE 1 





My remittance is enclosed. 
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“We challenge inner city churches to 
stand their ground in the midst of change 
and to maintain an unbroken continuity of 
Christian fellowship and service. 

“The tests of success are the removal of 
barriers to Christian brotherhood and the 
application of spiritual principles to in- 
dividual, family, and group life.” 


‘57 Inaugural Ceremony 
To Be Held on Monday 


WASHINGTON, D. C. (RNS)—The next 
Presidential inauguration will be held on 
Monday, Jan. 21, 1957, to avoid having 
the ceremony fall on a Sunday. 

The Senate unanimously agreed to an 
amendment sponsored by Rep. John W. 
McCormack (D.-Mass.) to move the in- 
auguration ahead one day. 

President Eisenhower’s term will end 
at Sunday noon, Jan. 20, under provi- 
sions of the 20th Amendment to the Con- 
stitution. This is the first time Jan. 20 
has fallen on a Sunday since the amend- 
ment was adopted in 1933. 

Sen. Theodore Francis Green (D.- 
R.I.) who pressed for Senate acceptance 
of the House-approved amendment, said 
it was his understanding that the Presi- 
dent-elect can take the oath of office pri- 
vately at the White House on Sunday and 
publicly at the capital the next day. 

“We might distinguish between the 
two ceremonies,” he suggested, ‘“‘and call 
one the inauguration and the other the 
affirmation or celebration of the inau- 
guration.” 

He said there would be no constitu- 
tional objection to the President taking 
the oath of office twice, pointing out that 
this was done by President Rutherford B. 
Hayes in 1877 when the old inaugural 
day, March 4, fell on a Sunday. 

Strong objection had been raised in 
some quarters against a Sunday inau- 
guration on the grounds that the televised 
ceremonies would disrupt church serv- 
ices across the country. The objectors 
said that millions will want to view the 
ceremonies on TV, or hear them over the 
radio, when ordinarily they would be in 


church. 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES—Up to 30 words for $3.00 (mini- 

mum per insertion.) Ten cents for each 
additional word and initial, including ad- 
dress. Payment must accompany all orders. 
DISCOUNT for 3 insertions, 10%; 6 inser- 
tions. 15%; 12 insertions, 20%. 


MONTREAT 


ROOMS IN MONTREAT—Patricia Home. 

Centrally located, Texas Road. $1.25 per 
person. Also one two room apartment $30 
a week. Write for reservations: Mrs. Ace 
Tubbs, Georgetown, 8S. C. 





















Catalog and fine selections 
of sample materials on re- 
quest. Fair Prices. Mention 
whether for Pulpit or 
Choir. 

DeMOULIN BROS. &. CO. 

1217 South 4th St. 
Greenville, Ill. 
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The Meaning of the Resurrection 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for April 1, 1956 
Luke 24. Printed Text 24:28-34,44-53 


Before we consider the meaning of the 
resurrection we need to recall the hap- 
penings of the first Easter morning. We 
follow the account given us in the clos- 
ing chapter of Luke’s Gospel. 


1. The Day of Jesus’ Resurrection, 

24:1-43 

1. Morning (24:1-12). All of the 
evangelists begin their story of the resur- 
rection with an account of the empty 
tomb. The first to discover that Jesus’ 
body was no longer there were some of the 
women who had come with him out of 
Galilee and who went to the tomb early 
Sunday morning to complete the em- 
balming of their Master’s body. They 
returned to report their discovery to the 
Eleven and other of Jesus’ disciples. But 
this story of the women seemed to them 
to be nonsense; they would not believe 
them. Peter did get up and run to the 
tomb, but when he looked in he saw 
nothing except the linen bandages; he 
went away wondering what had hap- 
pened. John tells us that he accom- 
panied Peter to the tomb, and that when 
he saw the linen clothes lying off to them- 
selves he believed evidently that Jesus 
had risen from the grave (John 20:8). 
The story makes it evident that the dis- 
ciples were not expecting a resurrection, 
and that they were not convinced by the 
empty graves or by the story of the 
women. 

2. Afternoon (24:13-31). That after- 
noon two of the disciples left Jerusalem 
and started for Emmaus, a little village 
seven miles to the northwest. As they 
walked along they were discussing the 
things which had just happened. Sud- 
denly they were joined by a stranger who 
engaged them in conversation. No words 
in the Scripture reveal more clearly the 
disciples’ state of mind after the cruci- 
fixion than the confession which the two 
travelers made to the stranger: ‘‘We had 
hoped that he was the one to redeem 
Israel.” They had hoped, but since he 
was dead they could hope no longer. The 
stranger then chided them for their lack 
of faith in the Scriptures. And taking 
up Moses and the prophets he explained 
to them the passages all through the 
Scriptures that referred to the Messiah’s 
sufferings and final victory. As he talk- 
ed, their hearts were strangely warmed 
and they became conscious of the divine 
presence. They urged the stranger to sit 
down at the table with them and to con- 
tinue their conversation. As he broke 
the bread and gave thanks their eyes were 
opened, and they recognized that it was 
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Jesus. Then suddenly he vanished out 
of their sight. 

3. Evening (24:33-43). The two dis- 
ciples had intended to spend the night 
in Emmaus, but they rushed back to 
Jerusalem to share the glad tidings that 
Jesus was alive. They found the Eleven, 
except for Thomas, in the same second- 
story room in which Jesus had broken 
bread with them before the crucifixion. 
Before they could speak they were them- 
selves greeted with the news that Jesus 
had arisen and had appeared to Peter. 
We would give much to know what passed 
between Peter and his Master on this 
occasion, but we shall never learn this 
side of the grave. As the travelers re- 
hearsed their own story Jesus suddenly 
stood among them. John is careful to 
tell us that the doors were locked. All 
accounts point to something transcending 
all earthly experience. The disciples 
were terrified, imagining it was a ghost 
they say, that is ‘‘a form recognizable as 
that of Jesus, but of Jesus, not risen, 
but come from the world of the dead, 
disembodied, or only with an apparent 
body.” 

Jesus first convinced them of his iden- 
tity, that he was the Master whom they 
supposed they had lost; and secondly, 
of the reality of his body; that he was 
not simply a ghost, visiting them from 
the underworld. He did this first by 
pointing them to the nail-prints in his 
hands, and in his feet, and bidding them 
handle and see, ‘‘for a spirit has not 
flesh and blood as you see that I have.” 
And because they still disbelieved (the 
incredulity of extreme joy is familiar, a 
thing is “‘too good to be true”), he asked 
them if they had anything to eat. And 
to prove that his body was real he took 
it and at before them. 

“That Jesus ate,” says Marcus Dods 
in the Expositors’ Greek Testament, “‘is 
carefully stated. The materiality thus 
evidenced seems inconsistent with the 
pneumatic (spiritual) nature of Christ’s 
body as suggested by its sudden appear- 
ing and depature and with the immortal 
form of embodied life generally.” Some 
suggest that the materiality was assumed 
by Jesus for the moment to satisfy the 
disciples that he had a body and was 
risen. 

Luke’s account suggests that the body 
of the risen Christ was the same body 
of flesh and blood which on Friday had 
been crucified and laid in the tomb. 
At the same time it had been wonder- 
fully changed: it was transfigured, so 
that it was not easily recognized; it was 


not subject to the laws of ordinary mat- 
ter; and, except when Jesus willed it 
otherwise, it was invisible to the eyes of 
sense. 

In the 15th chapter of 1st Corinthians, 
Paul tells us that the body which is laid 
in the grave is not the body which is 
raised. ‘It is sown a physical body,” 
he declares, “it is raised a spiritual 
body.”” Those who are alive when the 
Lord comes, he adds, will be changed. 
“For this perishable nature must put on 
the imperishable, and this mortal must 
put on immortality” (1 Cor. 15:44; 
51-53). The body of Jesus would seem 
to have been in an intermedite stage, 
raised, but not yet wholly transformed. 
As Dr. A. T. Robertson says, “Clearly 
we are not to understand that our resur- 
rection bodies will have ‘flesh and bones.’ 
Jesus was in a transition state, and had 
not yet been glorified.” 


ll. Jesus’ Final Words to the Dis- 

ciples, 24:44-49 

It is generally agreed that in verses 
44-49 we have a summary of some of the 
lessons that Jesus tried to impress upon 
the disciples during the forty days that 
elapsed between the resurrection and the 
ascension. 

During his earthly ministry (the 
phrase, “While I was still with you,” in 
vs. 44, represents the fact that he was 
no longer with them in the same way 
he had been of old) Jesus had tried 
repeatedly to open their minds that they 
might understand the Scriptures about 
the Messiah. Now he makes one more 
attempt in the light of the cross and the 
resurrection. ‘The Law and the Prophets 
and the Writings describe the three di- 
visions into which the Old Testament 
Scriptures were divided. The Law in- 
cluded the Pentateuch, the five books of 
Moses; the Prophets, most of the histori- 
cal and prophetical books; the writings, 
the latest Old Testament books, particu- 
larly the psalms and the wisdom litera- 
ture. The exact limits of this third and 
last section of the Old Testament canon 
were not fixed at this time. The Psalter, 
however, was its best known and most in- 
fluential book ; and moreover, it contained 
a great deal about the Messiah. Hence 
it is naturally singled out as the repre- 
sentative of this group. 

The Old Testament Scriptures, Jesus 
indicated, reached their climax in their 
predictions regarding his sufferings, his 
resurrection from the dead, and the ex- 
tension of the gospel from Jerusalem to 
the Gentile world. Jesus taught them, 
in other words, (1) that through his life, 
death and resurrection he had fulfilled 
those things which were written in the 
law of Moses and the prophets and the 
psalms. He taught them (2) that re- 
pentance and forgiveness of sins should 
be preached in his name to all nations, 
beginning from Jerusalem, where he had 
been crucified and where he had been 
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raised from the dead. ‘You are wit- 
nesses,” he said, ‘‘of these things.” 

We observe here that the chief purpose 
of the Book of Acts which we are to study 
for the next three months is to tell us 
how faithfully the disciples fulfilled this 
commission. They looked upon them- 
selves as divinely appointed witnesses 
of the resurrection. ‘They preached re- 
pentance and forgiveness of sins first in 
Jerusalem, and then in Judea and Sa- 
maria, and then throughout the Roman 
empire and beyond. 

Jesus taught his disciples (3) that they 
were to fulfill this commission not in 
their own power, but in the power of 
the Holy Spirit. “Behold I send the 
promise of my Father upon you,” he 
said, “but stay in the city until you are 
clothed with power from on high.” This 
promise was fulfilled on the day of Pen- 
tecost. The Holy Spirit descended upon 
the disciples while they were gathered 
together in the upper room, and it was 
in his power that they went forth to 
conquer the world for Jesus. So plain 
does this become to us as we read the 
Book of Acts that many students prefer 
to speak of it as the Acts of the Holy 
Spirit. 


lll. The Ascension, 24:50-53 

Jesus’ final appearance came on the 
40th day after his resurrection. The rsv 
gives us Luke’s account as it appears in 
the oldest and best manuscripts: 

“Then he led them out as far as Bethany 
and lifting up his hands he blessed them. 
While he blessed them, he parted from 
them. And they returned to Jerusalem 
with great joy, and were continually in the 
temple blessing God.” 

Luke expands this account, however, in 
the opening verses of his second work, 
the Acts of the Apostles, and there we 
read, as we do in the KJjv translation of 
some later manuscripts of Luke’s Gospel, 
that Jesus was “carried up into heaven.” 

Just what is the meaning of the as- 
cension? Paterson-Smyth, in his People’s 
Life of Christ, says: 

“There is a simple child notion of the 
ascension of his body passing through 
earth’s atmosphere into the ether beyond, 
and then on and on through infinite space 
to the throne of the eternal heavens.... 
Through a misapprehension, our child’s 
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notion is not so bad for a rough working 
idea, a simple symbol of the truth which 
the ascension represents, that the Lord in 
his spiritual body was passing into the 
invisible order, returning to that sphere 
of being from which he came. We believe 
that the visible event which we call the 
ascension was his kindly condescension 
to simple human minds. We naturally 
connect that higher life which is beyond 
our present comprehension with the blue 
heavens above or the starry heights be- 
yond the blue. In concession to this 
simple thought, instead of just disappear- 
ing as at other times, he rose from the 
earth and a cloud received him. It only 
meant that he had passed from our pres- 
ent sphere of existence to another sphere 
beyond our ken.” 

Or as Dr. Erdman has put it: 

“Jesus then withdrew from the sphere 
of the seen and physical to the sphere of 
the unseen and spiritual. He did not pass 
up or down through vast spaces of the 
skies. We are not to think of him as 
far away. He is an unseen, divine pres- 
ence, superior to the limitations of time 
and space, and capable of being manifest 
in any period or space. The ascension 
should make us feel that Jesus is near 
rather than far away.” 

The disciples themselves returned to 
the city with the joy of men convinced 
that their Lord was risen and gone up to 
glory and that great events were impend- 
ing in connection with the promise of the 
Spirit. 

The Value of the Resurrection 

Stories 

Why did Jesus thus appear to his dis- 
ciples before he finally disappeared into 
the world of the unseen and the spiritual ? 

1. It is plain that he wished to con- 
vince them that he had actually risen 
from the dead, that the hopes he had 
raised in them were not in vain, that 
through the resurrection he was declared 
to be the Son of God with power, that 
because he had risen they should also rise. 

2. He wished to teach them that it was 
necessary that Christ should suffer these 
things and enter into his glory. In other 
words, that the great promises of the 
Old Testament, the promise of the final 
victory over sin, the promise of a uni- 
versal blessing for all mankind could be 
realized only through his death and 
resurrection. 

3. He wished to impress upon them the 
fact that they were to be witnesses of 
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this truth, that repentence and forgive- 
ness of sins should be preached in his 
name unto all nations. 

4. He wished to inform them that they 
could rely on the power of the Holy 
Spirit. They were to undertake their 
great mission relying not on their own 
power but on his power. They were not 
even to begin their work until they were 
filled with the Spirit. 

5. He wished to assure them that they 
could count on his continued presence 
and help, that a spiritual and eternal 
friendship was to take the place of the 
temporal and visible. “Lo, I am with 
vou always,” he said (Mt. 28:20). We 
may not recognize his presence, our eyes 
may be holden, and yet he is here walk- 
ing by our side. He may be speaking to 
us through the lips of some friend or 
loved one, or through his Word, or 
through the still small voice of con- 
science, or through some puzzling or in- 
spiring experience. Many, like the two 
travelers on the road to Emmaus, are 
most conscious of his presence in hours of 
grief and despair. But if our eyes were 
opened we would know that he is always 
present. 

6. He sought to remind them that they 
must never give way to despair. The 
cross on Calvary was history’s supreme 
tragedy. None of the disciples could 
understand it. “We had hoped . . .” were 
their words of supreme disillusionment. 
“O foolish men, and slow of heart to 
believe ...” was his response. If we 
cannot understand our personal tragedies 
or the world’s tragedy, if we too are 
tempted to give way to despair as we face 
the future, let us remember the lesson 
of that first Easter. God’s purpose will 
not be thwarted. 

“I fear no foe with thee at hand to bless; 

Ills have no weight and tears no bitter- 

ness. 

Where is death’s sting? where, grave 

thy victory? 

I triumph still, if thou abide with me.” 

7. The disciples who walked with 
Jesus on the Emmaus road were no long- 
er sad and cheerless. The presence of 
the Master had transformed their lives. 
They were men with burning hearts. 
They returned to the Upper Room, to a 
new communion with their Lord, to a 
Christian fellowship, which was more 
strongly knitted now; to life’s common 
duties which were no longer common. 
They became faithful witnesses of the 
things which they had seen and heard. 
A new devotion to duty, a deepened 
Christian fellowship, the witnessing of 
a good confession in word, thought and 
deed, increased moral strength and grow- 
ing spiritual insight—a sense of Christ’s 
constant presence—these were some of 
the results of the resurrection appear- 
ances. So they were to the first dis- 
ciples, and so they may be to us. 

Lesson theme and scripture copyrighted by the Divi- 


sion of Education, National Council of Churches. Scrip 
ture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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BOOK NOTES 


PORTRAIT OF CALVIN. By T. H. L. 
Parker. Westminster Press, Philadelphia. 125 
pp., $2 

“Because there is so much to say about 
the monumental figure of Calvin, there 
is by contrast a unique appeal in this 
trim little study. Written by a specialist, 
it shows through brevity what longer 
works may often hide. ... 

“Not exaggerating either his virtues or 
his faults, here is a portrait showing in 
a few lines the true outline of a great 
man. He was ill-tempered; he was sen- 
sitive, blunt, impatient; and he was 
shockingly involved in the Servetus affair, 
He was also a humble and courageous 
man of God, faithful friend, champion 
of unity, and the greatest thinker of all 
is systematic theology. With brief but 
vivid strokes the author shows both the 
man caught in the routine cares of family 
life and the magnificent leader who so 
effaced himself for the glory of Christ 
that, in compliance with his own request, 
he was buried in an unmarked grave. 

“For those who are familiar with the 
much that has been said about Calvin, 
this book is a refreshing and useful com- 
pendium. For those to whom he is only 
a name—or, worse still, a countenance 
either pale with whitewash or black with 
mud, Portrait of Calvin is a fascinating 
introduction to one of the truly towering 
figures in history.” 





GEoRGE M. WEBB. 
Knoxville, Tenn. 


COME, LET US ADORE HIM. By Virginia 
Ely. Fleming H. Revell Co., Westwood, N. J. 
159 pp., $2.00. 

This book contains 52 worship services 
on a variety of program themes. Because 
of a good topical index they are easily 
used and can be very helpful for those 
planning programs, either exactly as they 
are, or with adaptations. 

Among the better ones are: “The 
Bible,” “Our Father, “ —Secming after 


lasting, loving | 
keepsake — 


The new beautiful 


BRIDE'S 
PRAYER 
BOOK 


Her most treasured 
and ever-present re- 
minder of the wedding 
day. Prayers and 
poems, some new, 
some old. For use by 
any denomination. 
Contains presentation 
page and decorated 
marriage certificate. Gift 
boxed. White ribbon marker. 
Size, 3%"'x5%"’. Two 
de luxe white bind- 
ings: Leather, gold 
stamped, gold edges, 
$6.00; Fabrikoid, 
silver stamped, silver 
edges, $3.75 


MARCH 19, 1956 


God,” “The Holy Spirit,” “Faithful unto 
Death,” and “Crown or Crucify.” 

The author says, “The true spirit of 
worship is often violated or talked down 
through too much speaking on the part 
of the Leader.” Occasionally she seems 
slightly guilty herself in this regard, but 
not often. 

There are some excellent illustrations, 
but one could wish there were more. Al- 
most every program quotes one or more 
poems. These are always pertinent to 
the subject, but at times the thought is 
better than the poetry. However, there 
are enough from which to choose to re- 
ceive valuable aid. The “‘author’s sug- 
gestions” close with these words, ‘The 
solemn duty devolves upon any person 
who is in charge of a worship program 
so to attune her heart to the heart of the 
Master that her spirit will catch in the 
hearts of the people in such a way that 
they will feel drawn closer to him who is 
worthy of worship and adoration.” Let 
us hope that this high purpose has been 
achieved. 

Enuma E. (Mrs. Locke) WHITE. 
Halifax, Va. 
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One of the best known, most influential preachers of his genera- 
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CHANGES 

Robert J. Ostensen, from Woodville, 
Miss., to 2032 S. Carrollton Ave., New 
Orleans 18, La., where he is assistant 
pastor of the Carrollton church. 

John A. Ricks, formerly of China Grove, 
N.C., has become pastor of the Belmont 
church, 9th St. and Murray Ave., S. E., 
Roanoke, Va. 

J. Clyde Plexico, Sr., from Leland, N. C., 
to Rt. 1, Powder Springs, Ga. 

Paul Currie, mid-term graduate of 
Louisville Seminary, has been installed as 
pastor of Trinity church, Jonesville, La. 

Frederick E. Maples, formerly of the 
USA church, San Antonio, Texas, now 
serves the U.S. church at Forsyth, Mo. 

O.F. Hooker from Wartrace, Tenn., to 
105 Neely’s Bend Road, Madison, Tenn. 

Samuel L. Belk from Hopewell, Va., to 
308 George St., Fredericksburg, Va. 

Max E. Polley, who has been taking 
graduate work at Duke University, has 
been named an assistant professor of 
Bible and Religion at Davidson College 
and has already begun his work there. 

Bernard E. Bain, who has been execu- 
tive director of the Woodrow Wilson 
Centennial Commission of Virginia, will 
take up his new work in Roanoke, Va., 
next month where he will be engaged in 
the organization of a new church. 

Robert L. McLeod, Jr., First church 
Ft. Lauderdale, Fla., will become dean 
of the chapel and professor of religion at 
Lindenwood College, St. Charles, Mo., 
next September. He will succeed Theo- 
dore A. Gill, now managing editor of The 
Christian Century. 

Charles R. Slider, Marks, 
become director of adult 
the Presbyterian, U. S., Board of Chris- 
tian Education on July 1. He will succeed 
Wm. P. Anderson who becomes associate 
secretary of the division of religious edu- 
cation and next January will succeed 
John L. Fairly as secretary of the division. 
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DEATHS 


John Paul Vincent, 52, executive of the 
synod of Ohio, died Feb. 29 at Columbus. 
His pastorates included Mason City and 
Harrisburg, III., and Ponca City, Okla. 
He was at one time president of the 
College of the Ozarks, Clarksville, Ark. 

E. B. McGill, 63, of Jacksonville and 
Mayport, Fla., died March 4. Originally 
in the Associate Reformed Presbyterian 
Church (until 1925), he was pastor of 
Westminster church, Jacksonville 1934-50. 


Ousted Minister 
Sues Presbytery 


Datias, TEx. (RNS)—John Knox 
Bowling filed suit in District Court here 
to enjoin the Dallas Presbytery of the 
Presbyterian Church in the U.S. from 
ousting him as pastor of this city’s North- 
ridge Presbyterian church. 

He acted a few hours after receiving 
a letter frotm the presbytery’s judicial 
commission notifying him that his ‘‘pas- 
toral relationship” with the church had 
been dissolved. 

Walter A. Bennett, pastor of West- 
minster Presbyterian church and chair- 


man of the judicial commission, told re- 
porters the charges against Dr. Bowling 
are “of a strictly ecclesiastical nature.” 
He said: 

“There have been a number of com- 
plaints from members of Dr. Bowling’s 
congregation that he has been in repeated 


defiance of Presbyterian law, order and 
constitution. 

“We have investigated these charges 
and found them true. Under our Book of 
Church Order the judicial commission can 
dissolve a pastoral relationship when a 
pastor defies the authority of the church 
and when the interests of religion im- 
peratively demand it.” 


Dr. Bowling described the charges as 
“trivial and inconsequential” and said 
they originated with a small minority of 
his congregation who have been “aided 
and abetted by outside forces.” 

He said 90 per cent of his congrega- 
tion decry the action of this “extremely 
vocal 10 per cent.” 

Dr. Bowling charged in his suit that 
the action of the commission amounted 
to an effort to deprive him of his property 
and property rights without due process 
of law. 
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